Science Task
Week 1 - 23.03.2020

We have been looking at adaptation and evolution in science this term.

Charles Darwin is a key scientist in the Theory of Evolution. His theories and observations are
widely accepted and have shaped modern theories about evolution today.

Your task is to research Charles Darwin and write a fact file about him. Who was he? Where
did he come from? What were his main achievements? What is his theory of evolution?
This can be in any format you could choose; you could make it factual and clear, creative and
eye-catching, digital or handwritten!




Some good sources of information

BBC Bitesize KS2:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvhhvew/articles/z9qs4qt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z3fycdm/articles/zk9cxyc

BBC Bitesize KS3:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zcqbdxs/revision/3

BBC Teach Class Clips:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/science-ks2-the-work-of-
charles-darwin-and-alfred-wallace/zrbxgwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/2L3mmGh5hjbpXXBH1PPbd
Oy/charles-darwin-evolution-and-natural-selection
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/ks2-charles-darwin-
victorian-science/zddbnrd

Primary Facts:
https://primaryfacts.com/167/charles-darwin-facts/
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To help get you started...
Twinkl

Charles Darwin was born on 12th February 1809 in Shrewsbury, England. When he
was nine years old, Charles Darwin went to Shrewsbury School for boys. Darwin did
not particularly enjoy school and found some of the work, like Latin and Greek, hard.
He did, however, love science and was always asking questions

When he was 13 years old, he set up a science lab in his garden shed. When he was
16 years old, Darwin was sent to Edinburgh to train to become a doctor, like his father,
grandfather and brother, who were also all doctors. However, Darwin did not enjoy
it and knew he did not want to become a doctor. He didn't like looking at blood. His
father then sent him to Cambridge to become a vicar but he was more interested in
learning about nature and animals.

Darwin passed his exams to become a vicar but he did not want this to be his job.
John Henslow, a teacher from Cambridge, sent him a letter saying that Robert FitzRoy,
the captain of the ship HMS Beagle, was looking for someone to be the ship’s
naturalist. The person would have to explore, collect and record information about
the rocks, plants and animals that they found on their trip. Darwin knew this was his
dream job and so persuaded his father to let him go on the trip.

The Beagle set sail on her voyage in 1831. Living conditions on the ship were hard at
times. There was not a lot of room on board as the ship held 75 people and it was
always very dusty. Darwin was often seasick and also caught a fever but he was glad
he had made the decision to go on the trip.

The Beagle's voyage lasted for 5 years. They travelled to South America and reached
the Galapagos islands. When he went ashore Darwin found plants and animals that
nobody had ever seen before! He took seeds from the plants to take home with him.

Darwin wrote down all of his findings and sent home information to England all
about the things he had found.

In 1859 Charles Darwin wrote a famous book all about the things he had found on
his travels. After 20 years of studying, he had an idea that the plants and creatures
he had collected hadn't always been the same as they were when we found them.

He thought that, millions of years ago, living things had all started off in the same
way and had gradually, very, very slowly, changed. In this way lots of different
animals and plants had developed. This idea is called ‘evolution’.

Charles Darwin died on 19th April 1882 and even now, over 100 years later, people
are still talking about his ideas and findings.



Fact file template

Charles Darwin Fact File

Full name:

Date of Birth:

Place of Birth:

Famous for:

Who was Charles Darwin?

Charles Darwin's life-

Interesting focts about Charles Darwin:




